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EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS 
Emergency preparedness is a priority for TKP.  The school has taken steps to be prepared in the 
case of an emergency. Our staff is trained to deal with a variety of circumstances. We conduct 
monthly fire safety drills and quarterly emergency drills with children during the school day. The 
school has a response procedure for: 

 Evacuation to the playgrounds or other nearby building, depending on what is necessary. 

 Shelter in place, prompted by an environmental or other emergency. 
If possible during an emergency, we will post our status on our website at kidsplacewallawalla.org. 
 
EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
In all emergencies TKP will follow the instructions of local emergency responders, such as police or 
fire department officials, who would manage the response and provide instruction to parents. Please 
note that in the case of a shelter-in-place scenario, children will be kept at school until authorities 
deem it safe to leave. Should school need to be cancelled, TKP will notify you by phone or text to 
come to school immediately to pick up your child(ren). We will keep children calm, comfortable, 
and occupied indoors until you arrive. Please do not call the school since incoming calls will impede 
our ability to contact parents. 
 
COMMUNICATION 
1. The Kids’ Place (TKP) staff first and foremost keep children safe and calm during and emergency. 
Staff will continue to follow through daily routines as much as possible during any emergency. 
 
2. If possible, all parents will be alerted via text and/or email and information will be posted on the 
website (kidsplacewallawalla.org). TKP email address is info@kidsplacewallawalla.org. 
If an unplanned closure happens on very short notice, TKP staff will phone families. 
 
3. TKP phone number is 509-522-2088. If calling the school, please keep the call brief so the line is 
open.  Alternate emergency phone number is the director’s mobile number 775-848-6992 or  

Whitman College Campus Security 509-527-5777. 
 
4. In case TKP is evacuated, we will relocate to the nearest, safest space depending on the type of 
emergency and weather conditions. Evacuation destinations in priority order include: 

Reid Campus Center, next door.  
The field at the dead end of Shady Rill Street (behind Marcus House)  
Braxton Tennis Center (corner of Boyer Avenue and Marcus Street).  
Green Park Elementary School (WW County designated emergency shelter) 

 
5. Mobile electronic devices and a battery operated radio, kept on site at TKP, will alert the center of 
disaster and what steps to take. 
 
6. Parents can tune to KONA 105.3 GM or 610 AM for information. Please follow shelter in place 
or evacuation guidelines until given the all-clear signal. Children will be safe at TKP while we follow 
emergency procedures. 
 
7. If there is a medical emergency at any time, TKP staff will call 911. 
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PLANS FOR SPECIFIC EMERGENCIES 
Earthquake:  
Children and staff will drop, cover, and hold under tables or safe areas during an earthquake. We will 
evacuate if necessary to the closest emergency shelter or the Reid Campus Center. Staff will examine 
children for medical needs and call 911 if there is a serious medical emergency. If the school were 
damaged, we would notify parents and ask that children be picked-up by an authorized person when 
it is safe to do so. 
 
Fire:  
If there is a fire in the building, we will follow emergency evacuation procedure to the nearest safe 
location. If there is a fire nearby, we will follow emergency responder directions to shelter in place 
or evacuate to the nearest safe location as necessary. 
 
Flood:  
If we are required to evacuate immediately, we will move to the Reid Campus Center top floor 
lounge area. This area would be above flood level if the dam broke. Our emergency supply buckets 
travel with us. If emergency responders request that TKP close, we will contact parents to arrange 
for someone to pick-up their child. 
 
Hazardous Material Spill or Radiation Release: We will shelter in place at TKP using the blue 
room and main hallway. If there is a radiation release we will shelter in the basement. We will seal 
off windows and doors with plastic and wet towels. Emergency food, water, medical supplies, 
contact information, and blankets are stored in the basement. We keep a three-day supply of food 
on hand and containers of emergency supplies. 
 
Inclement Weather:  
TKP makes decisions about unplanned school closures independently from other schools. Families 
are alerted as soon as possible through the website, text, email and/or phone call. We do not 
necessarily close during public school closures. Please check your phone, email, and TKP website 
for updates. If an unplanned closure happens on very short notice, TKP staff will phone families. 
 
During the school day, staff monitor weather conditions using the websites and weather chart listed 
below in the “Additional Resources” section. The length of time children spend outdoors is 
modified based on child comfort and safety conditions. 
 
Power Outage:  
If there is a power outage during business hours, TKP will shelter in place unless it is unsafe to do 
so. If needed, we will evacuate to the nearest safe place. Staff will keep children safe and engaged 
until power returns. If power is out for an extended period of time during extreme weather, staff will 
assess whether we need to evacuate or close. As long as the building stays in a safe and comfortable 
temperature range for children, we will remain open as usual. If weather allows, we may spend 
extended time outside. We will conserve warm water for sanitation and turn off all electronics. 
 
If a power outage occurs outside of business hours, we will follow the same alert system as an 
unplanned closure. 
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Severe Storm Warning:  
If time is available, parents will be contacted to pick-up their children. In case of tornadoes or severe 
windstorms, we will move away from windows or move to hallways or the basement as 
recommended by emergency broadcast or responders. Emergency buckets will be with us.  
 
STAFF RESPONSIBILITIES DURING EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
The director or designated staff person in charge is responsible to inform all staff what steps to take 
to maintain the safety and well-being during the emergency. 
 
If this requires evacuating, the director or designated person in charge will collect the sign-in sheets, 
mobile phone, and anything else needed. 
 
Each lead teacher supervising a group of children is responsible to account for all children in her age 
group, bringing the emergency supply back pack, and evacuating to the space designated by the 
director or person in charge. 
 
If the lead teacher is not in the classroom at the time of the emergency, the supervising assistant 
teacher is responsible for the above actions. 
 
Each staff person is responsible to keep children calm, engaged in quiet activities and care for 
children with special needs based on the individualized health care plan.  
 
Staff not assigned to classroom supervision duties are responsible to report to the person in charge 
and follow directions to collect emergency supplies or assist classroom teachers as needed. 
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
Air Quality Monitoring Website :< www.airnow.gov> 
 
County Emergency Preparedness 
<www.co.walla-walla.wa.us/departments/emd/preparedness.shtml> 
 
Weather Monitoring Website: <www.weather.gov/> 
 
Child Care Weather Watch used to determine how long children can safely play outside 

 

https://www.airnow.gov/index.cfm?action=airnow.local_city&zipcode=99362&submit=Go

